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 Imagine yourself back in the sixties entering Ponderosa on 

switchback roads with no development here yet!  More than 

that, you donôt even know how to find the place. And your 

job is to build what we now know as the Clubhouse.  This is 

the challenge that faced Frank Paige, the contractor for our 

Clubhouse.  Add to that an architect, Marshall Woodrow Per-

row, with a dramatic design, and fortunately a genius drafts-

man, Robert  Merriman.  Frank, contractor for buildings 

throughout Washington and Alaska says, ñIt was helluva  

experience.ò 

To bring in the building materials, in particular the supporting 

beams,  required a crane following the trailer to swing out the 

trailer over the slopes in order to navigate the switchback 

roads.  Once the construction started the five man crew stayed 

in Leavenworth during the week, worked long hours daily, 

and returned home for the weekends.  What holds that build-

ing up with those soaring beams over the spacious room?  

Beneath the ground two and a half inch steel rods connect the 

buttresses to each other. 

Snowed out by Thanks giving, Frank found himself with un-

paid for supplies on the west side that he needed to get on 

site.  Since it had also snowed on the west side, they chained 

up in Auburn, crawled over Snoqualmie and Blewitt, and had 

to be plowed into the Ponderosa.  Fifteen hours on the road! 

Frank says all the locals couldnôt believe what was planned.  

ñIt will never fly!ò And here we are with five hundred and 

eight lots, many of them changing hands several times in the 

past forty-five years.  Imagine that. 

We owe Frank Paige and crew a huge thank you! They me t a 

challenge and left us with a beautiful building with a dramatic 

view of the river! 

Claudia Kuniholm 

Secretary 

 

PONDEROSA BOARD NOTES 
 

THE CLUBHOUSE, PCCôS FIRST BUILDING 
Imagine yourself back in the sixties entering Ponderosa on 

switchback roads with no development here yet!  More than 

that, you donôt even know how to find the place. And your job 

is to build what we now know as the Clubhouse.  This is the 

challenge that faced Frank Paige, the contractor for our Club-

house.  Add to that an architect, Marshall Woodrow Perrow, 

with a dramatic design, and fortunately a genius draftsman, 

Robert  Merriman.  Frank, contractor for buildings throughout 

Washington and Alaska says, ñIt was helluva  experience.ò 

To bring in the building materials, in particular the supporting 

beams,  required a crane following the trailer to swing out the 

trailer over the slopes in order to navigate the switchback 

roads.  Once the construction started the five man crew stayed 

in Leavenworth during the week, worked long hours daily, and 

returned home for the weekends.  What holds that building up 

with those soaring beams over the spacious room?  Beneath the 

ground two and a half inch steel rods connect the buttresses to 

each other. 

Snowed out by Thanksgiving, Frank found himself unpaid for 

supplies on the west side that he needed to get on site.  Since it 

had also snowed on the west side, they chained up in Auburn, 

crawled over Snoqualmie and Blewitt, and had to be plowed 

into the Ponderosa.  Fifteen hours on the road! 

Frank says all the locals couldnôt believe what was planned.  

ñIt will never fly!ò And here we are with five hundred and 

eighty lots, many of them changing hands several times in the 

past forty-five years.  Imagine that. 

We owe Frank Paige and crew a huge thank you! They met a 

challenge and left us with a beautiful building with a dramatic 

view of the river!   Tim Olson 

 Frank and Sally 

Paige 

On a Recent 

Visit to  

Ponderosa 

PCC Clubhouse 

In the Sixties 

Your Volunteer Ponderosa Fire 

Fighters ask you to: 

Vote Yes 
on the Ponderosa Dist. 4 Fire 

Levy 

November 2nd 

THANK YOU 
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Jeanne Whitlow 

Director of  

Operations 
HELP PROTECT GREENBELTS  

By Jeanne Whitlow & Mary Cox 

Did you know that the Ponderosa Greenbelts consist of over 150 acres of forested and natural lands and 

that nearly half of the 585 Ponderosa lots border a greenbelt?  We all have the opportunity to enjoy the natural environment the 

Greenbelts provide and we also have a responsibility to maintain them.   

It appears that some homeowners may be unaware of the Greenbelt Rules enacted last year.  The most commonly overlooked rules 

are as follows (the complete set of rules is on the website):  

Property owners are not allowed to use the Greenbelt property for their own personal use, such as parking of vehicles, trailers, stor-

age, woodpiles, dumping, construction materials, or commercial activities. 

Motorized vehicles are prohibited on Greenbelts, except for emergency vehicles and those necessary for maintenance and security 

as specified by the Board.  No lot shall use Greenbelt parcels for vehicular access.  No driveways may encroach on Greenbelt 

parcels. 

Dumping of yard debris, garbage, ashes, household items or fixtures, vehicles or parts, industrial liquids, etc.  is strictly prohibited. 

No construction on Greenbelt property. Alterations and/or modifications including: digging, addition of man-made material, graf-

fiti, construction of Motor Cross trails, bicycle racing tracks, forts, etc. are prohibited. Trails may be allowed if approved by the 

Greenbelt committee. 

No person shall cut or remove trees, logs, brush or other natural growth without first obtaining written consent of the Greenbelt 

committee.   

 

In the coming months, the Board of Trustees will be reviewing possible greenbelt encroachments and will contact homeowners to 

discuss resolution. 

Mary Cox 

PCC  

Manager 

Before you loan out your home to guests please: 

 

1.       Give the PCC office your Owner(s) Name, Ponderosa Address, 

Email and Phone Number 

2.       Give the PCC office a phone number for a local contact (less than 

1 hr away) if possible 

3.       Give surrounding neighbors the above information (1 & 2) 

4.       Post NO FIRES sign (as provided by PCC) by front door or on 

refrigerator  

5.       Post Ponderosa Rules (as provided by PCC) by front door or on 

refrigerator  

6.       Provide 2 parking spaces or 1 space per room (whichever is 

greater). Vehicles overflowing onto PCC private roads are subject to tow-

ing at owners expense. 

7.       Have Garbage Service and have cans placed and removed from 

street within 24 hrs of Garbage/Recycle pick up. 

8.       Be responsible for any Fines assessed for rule(s) violation during 

the stay of any rental guest (as well as personal guest, or owner) 

 

If Vacation Rental, at time of Rental: 

 

9.       Each Vacation Rental Owner needs to contact the office (via email) 

if they personally or their non-paying guest will be using the pool at least 

24 hours before arrival for the summer pool season. (Paying guests will 

not have access to community pool as per PCC Rules and Procedures) 

10.   In case of emergency, the above registered owner will have the 

name, cell phone, and number of vehicles with license plates (if possible) 

of each rental guest vehicle available (to give to a forest ranger, fire 

chief, etc.).  

 

 

BOARD ADOPTS GUIDELINES  

FOR RENTING & LOANING  

 OUT YOUR  HOME  

EDITORIAL  

MEMBERS TO VOTE ON SEVERAL 

MEASURES IN FALL BALLOT  
Tim Olson, PINE NEEDLER Editor 

The measures on this fallôs ballot include far more than 

the budget ballot that always comes to us in the fall.  

Since the PINE NEEDLER  is not providing additional 

information, I urge you to read the explanations, pro & 

con statements carefully and vote on the measures. The 

extent to which the Ponderosa can maintain the level of 

service and maintenance we have come to expect,  im-

prove safety on our roads, replace the expiring water as-

sessment as we begin the process of upgrading our water 

system, continue the improvements to our community 

center, and assure members that Association property is 

for the members, families, and guests are all covered in 

this ballot. 

 

Before you vote, read the mission statement on the front 

page of this issue.  Take note of whether the ballot meas-

ure helps us  move further towards realizing our potential 

as a private community. 

 

As editor of the PINE NEEDLER, I encourage you to 

vote ñyesò on all the measures. 
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1. As a recent owner in Ponderosa, what attracted you to the de-

velopment and helped you decide to purchase here? 

My wife has family that are owners and we also have several 

friends that are owners in Ponderosa so we had spent quite a bit 

of time here over the last couple of years. When we initially 

started to look for property in the Plain area, we actually were 

looking outside of Ponderosa;  but my wife was insistent that we 

have river frontage with southern exposure, which really limited 

our choice of locations. We had driven through looking at the 

different properties several times and she and her sister had actu-

ally rejected the property that we wound up purchasing before I 

finally convinced her to see the forest through the trees and imag-

ine what it could look like with a little spit and polish. Once she 

let her imagination go, there was no way that we were buying 

anywhere else. Of course, it also meant a lot more than just spit 

and polish and I now have a long honey-do list. 

2. As a follow up, what then motivated you to volunteer to run 

for the board? 

In the process of doing research on Ponderosa Community Club 

during our purchase I discovered that the By-laws and Operating 

Procedures were not reflective of the current practices. i.e. em-

ployees vs. maintenance contractor, etc. Since it is our intent to 

eventually retire here, I wanted to do what I could to help make 

sure that our By-laws and Operating Procedures were brought up 

to date and current. I was then told that there was an opening for 

a Board position in the upcoming election and was asked if I 

would consider volunteering my time and running for a Board 

position. The rest is history. 

3. What is your vision for the Ponderosa? What changes and im-

provements in the development would make it an even more at-

tractive and desirable place to live here full time, retire here, or 

purchase as recreational property? 

I'm not sure if I have a "vision" for the Ponderosa. I guess that 

my wife and I enjoy it here as it is. We like how peaceful and 

quiet it is most of the time and yet it is still an active place where 

our kids and grandkids can play in the street without the worry of 

being run over. I guess that my "vision" would be to keep it as it 

is and maintain or encourage a good sense of community, where 

neighbors know each other and look after one another. 

4. What are some of the obstacles you foresee that we need to 

overcome for Ponderosa to reach its potential? 

I'm not sure how to answer this one. I do believe that there are 

obstacles that we as owners face here in Ponderosa, such as the 

water system. But I'm not sure how they relate to reaching a po-

tential. I believe that Ponderosa's potential is subjective. What 

one owner thinks is an obstacle might not even be an issue with 

another owner. Some might think that Ponderosa has already 

reached its potential while others might have another opinion 

altogether. I think that with open communication and willingness 

to compromise any possible obstacles can be overcome. 

5. What do we already have going for us that will aid the Ponder-

osa in reaching its potential? 

Well, I believe that we have several things going for us in Pon-

derosa Community Club. I believe that we have a full Board of 

Trustees who really care about PCC, and while that sometimes 

results in spirited debate, it also results in compromise and pro-

gress. I also think that we have some outstanding employees who 

do a wonderful job at managing and maintaining the amenities 

that we all enjoy. And we have owners that care. I believe that we 

all need to care in order for our community to reach or maintain a 

"potential". 

DARYN WILBUR, PCCôS                    

NEW VICE -PRESIDENT 

&  

PONDEROSA OWNER 

 ANSWERS NEEDLERôS 

QUESTIONS ABOUT  

PONDEROSAôS APPEAL & 

ELECTION TO THE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Daryn & Joni Wilbur 

Enjoy 

The  Wenatchee 

River 

PONDEROSA COMMUNITY CLUB BO ARD  

Ann Ashford            President  
 
Daryn Wilbur           Vice -President  
 
Steve Geho                Treasurer  
 
Claudia Kuniholm    Secretary  
 
Jeanne Whitlow       Operations  

PONDEROSA COMMUNITY CLUB STAFF  

Mary Cox                      Association Manager   
    
Chelcie Strode            Office Manager   
   
Ken Severance            Maintenance  
 
Henry Ohrazda          Maintenance  
 
 
    


