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the natural environment. 
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As all of you know, the Board has been very 

busy discussing and preparing for the Water 

Project.  Please set aside some time on the af-

ternoon of August 13 at 1:00pm to come to the 

Clubhouse to learn the latest details and to get 

all of your final questions answered.  This pro-

ject is a milestone for the Ponderosa and you 

won’t want to miss this all important meeting. 

Another important topic that has been on the agenda and has 

been discussed recently is the need to update the By-Laws 

and Operating Procedures.  A committee was formed of fan-

tastic volunteers that spent many hours going through both 

documents to bring them up to snuff with how things are 

currently done.  Changes will include the addition of paid 

staff, changes in committee names and more.  Once the com-

mittee finished their side of the project, the board went 

through the documents again and made suggestions for fine-

tuning the work that had been done.  These changes have 

been submitted to our attorney for review and once that is 

complete, a copy will be sent to all members for final review 

and then a vote to approve.   

The Beauty of the Ponderosa 

From time to time we are privileged to see a wild animal or 

two either in the Ponderosa or in the near vicinity.  This past 

week we spent a couple of extra days in this slice of heaven 

we call the Ponderosa and saw more animals than we have 

seen in a long time.  We saw raccoons, bears, a momma deer 

and her two babies and a coyote.  While these animals are 

beautiful and awesome, I was reminded again about our need 

to be sure to keep our garbage locked up and out of tempta-

tion of these animals.  The raccoons were sited on Saddle, 

Stirrup and Morgan.  In fact two dug their way under our 

cabin.  When they left in the morning they left behind food 

scrapes and Danish wrappers.  This is not a good sign as rac-

coons carry rabies and can be very destructive.  The bears 

were sighted just outside the Ponderosa – one very large 

black bear and one medium sized brown bear.  Bears, rac-

coons and coyotes can be dangerous and even deadly if you 

are attacked or bitten.  Please do you what you can to make 

the Ponderosa safe by keeping your garbage put away until 

the garbage service comes by.  It will make is safer for eve-

ryone – animals and people combined! 

CLAUDIA’S BOARD UPDATES 
By Claudia Kuniholm, Board Secretary  

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
By Jeanne Whitlow, Board President 

As the new President of the Board I would like to welcome our 

two new Trustees, Vern Little, Vice-President and Stan Morgan, 

Treasurer.  Daryn Wilbur is Director of Operations and Claudia 

Kuniholm is Secretary.  There are many Ponderosa issues to 

tackle and I am confident that this Board is up to the task. 

 

I want to thank all five PCC members who stepped forward to 

be considered for the Board.  It was gratifying to see the in-

creased desire to participate and make a difference.   Ken Paauw 

has stepped forward to be our Ombudsman, an important role in our com-

munity. 

 

One of our biggest issues is the Water Project.  By now, each member 

should have received a fact sheet in the mail regarding this project.  A 

member meeting will be held Saturday, August 13 at 1:00PM in the club-

house to answer any questions you may have after reading the fact sheet.  

Bill Schmidt, our engineer, will be in attendance.  Please attend and bring 

questions/concerns so that we all get the correct information. 

 

Please post the Guest Guidelines in your cabin so that all may enjoy the 

beauty and serenity of the Ponderosa. The guidelines are available on our 

website under Owners Rules.  Please also obey the speed limit and keep 

everyone safe. 

 

Have a safe summer! 

PCC BOARD 2011-2012 
 
Jeanne Whitlow     President  Term ends-2012 
  
Vern  Little                Vice President Term ends-2014 
  
Stan Morgan             Treasurer Term ends-2014 
  
Claudia Kuniholm   Secretary Term ends-2013 
  
Daryn Wilbur            Operations           Term ends-2013 

VERN LITTLE STAN MORGAN DARYN WILBUR 

SIGNIFICANT PONDEROSA COMMUNITY MEETINGS 

HIGHLIGHT AUGUST AGENDA 

 

SPECIAL MEMBERS’ MEETING -SATURDAY, AUGUST 13, 1:00 PM 

WATERSHED FAIR, SATURDAY, AUGUST 27, 9:00AM-3:00 PM   



 

PINE NEEDLER AUGUST 2011 3 

A WATRERSHED FAIR 
 

CELEBRATING THE UPPER WENATCHEE RIVER  

 

WHEN: SATURDAY – AUG 27      9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

WHERE: Ponderosa Community Club Clubhouse 

       

It’s summer and time to celebrate the Upper Wenatchee River! 

Join your neighbors and bring your family and friends for a day of fun, hands-on learning, informa-

tive seminars, information booths, a free barbeque lunch, and a hosted river float. 

 

Come learn about many of the exciting activities that are helping to keep our river clean and 

healthy for the endangered fish - salmon, steelhead and bull trout - living in the Wenatchee. Find 

out what you can do to “jump in the river” and get involved. 

 

RIVER FEST ACTIVITIES!!! 

Learn how habitat restoration is helping to save the salmon 

Wade in the river to discover the food trout love to eat 

Pick up on essential river floating safety tips from the pro’s 

Observe how pollution effects fish in the river 

Steelhead in the Classroom? It’s true! Come check it out! 

Learn what local folks are doing to keep our rivers flowing 

Enjoy a Free Salmon Barbeque Lunch … please RSVP by Aug 15th 

Join the pro’s for a free Wenatchee River Float 

 

Experts from many county, state and federal agencies as well as local organizations will be on 

hand to delight, entertain and inform, including… 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 

Chelan County Department of Natural Resources 

Upper Columbia Salmon Recovery Board 

Cascadia Conservation District 

Trout Unlimited 

Family Lines 

Youth Dynamics 

 

 Presented by the Ponderosa Watershed Committee 

To RSVP or for more information, email Doug Pendleton at DougPen@nwi.net 
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 Ponderosa Community Club Association Manager Report 

by Mary Cox 

April - July, 2011 
 

 We welcome your suggestions and ideas for improvements.  Our major activities are listed below. 

 

Serving Homeowners 

Responded to homeowner’s calls, emails, and office visits regarding fire permits, Clubhouse rentals, water leaks, 

dust control, bears and garbage cans, swimming pool cards and pool rules, email problems, the ballot & amendment 

to the Bylaws, speeding, late night noise, greenbelt encroachments, annual dues, septic systems, greenbelt erosion, social events, 

fences, covenants, financial reports, weather conditions, dogs running loose, and referrals for plumbers & yard maintenance. 

The Annual Member’s Meeting was held Sunday, May 29 in the Clubhouse. The Board provided a review of the past year, future 

projects, the ballots were counted, and new Board members were elected.   

Provided security guard service on Memorial Day weekend and the July 4 weekend. On Memorial Day weekend, at least three 

homeowners called the security company to report late night noise and late night speeding.  The Security guard responded and 

provided reports on incidents. 

 

Ball Field Project 

In December, members approved a ballot measure to upgrade Ponderosa ball field with a new underground sprinkler system, topsoil 

and grass.  Thanks to Bob Melson, Buildings & Grounds Committee, for coordinating the project!  Henry and Ken completed 

the work in April.  The ball field was opened on July 1 and is being enjoyed by many members.  In the fall, we’ll reseed any thin 

spots. 

 

Swimming Pool  

On May 28, we opened the swimming pool for the season.  In preparation for opening we cleaned and repaired (as needed) the pool 

pumps, filter system, heat pumps, propane heater, large pool, wading pool, pool deck, safety equipment, and bathrooms. 

Turned on the emergency pool phone, which automatically dials 911.   

Reviewed and replaced pool safety signage, as needed and as required by Health District. 

This year, we put a sealer on the concrete pool deck to increase its longevity.   

Ken repaired our security video system.  It records activity in the pool and Clubhouse  

area 24 x 7. 

Henry attended a one day swimming pool class for the latest info on pool chemicals. 

Each day, we clean and do maintenance on the pool.  

 

Buildings & Grounds 

Thanks to Lois Pendleton (Pendleton Design) who has donated her time to design and help implement a solution for the Clubhouse 

parking lot area that is blocked off to protect the Clubhouse septic drain field.  Ken and Henry finished the project in May.  It 

looks great! 

The Buildings & Grounds Committee has provided sports equipment – it’s available at the office for members to use. 

In April, we sprayed for beetles and ants around the Clubhouse and office, washed the Clubhouse windows, and repaired broken 

sprinklers. We also tuned the piano in the Clubhouse for use at Social Committee events & for member use.   

Supported the Fire Department and Auxiliary on Burn Pile Day May 21.  Ken ran the backhoe all day stacking brush on the burn 

pile. 

The septic tank at the Caretaker’s house was pumped in May. 

In May, Ken installed a new bathroom sink in the Clubhouse.  In July, Henry fixed the bathroom door. 

In June, we stained the playground equipment and painted the picnic tables. 

Each week, we perform regular maintenance on the grounds – irrigating, raking, and mowing the grass.   

 

Water System 

In April, Henry passed the DOH Water Distribution Manager (WDM) examination and earned his   WDM I Certification.  Congratu-

lations, Henry! 

In April, we found a major water leak off of Camp 12 Road. We shut off the water, notified the homeowner, and they repaired the 

leak.  We also investigated a number of wet areas to determine if they were leaks or spring runoff.  Thankfully, most were not 

leaks. 

In May, we repaired a water main break on Saddle caused by the Chelan County PUD when they were installing a new utility pole. 

In June, we published the 2010 Annual Water Quality Report.  It is available on the bulletin board, at the office, and on the website.  

We also submitted the 2010 Annual Water Use Efficiency Report to the DOH.  Copies are available at the office. 

The Ponderosa has six (6) wells.  Usually two wells are running at any one time.  We rotate which wells are in use throughout the 

year.  In May-July, we brought wells online which had been dormant for the winter.  This process includes flushing the pipes 

(Continued on page 5) 
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and calibrating the flow.   

In June, we installed new water services on Riata, Stirrup, and Saddle.  We replaced a water service valve on Shetland. 

In early June, a lightning storm damaged some of our electronic components.  We replaced the components.  

We also reviewed our lightning protection again with our engineer. Additional modifications were made to increase our 

protection. 

We will be making an insurance claim. 

This summer, we’ll repaint the top of the upper reservoir and spot paint the exterior of the lower reservoir.  In June, we began 

preparation for this project. 

In July, we repaired a major water main break on Riata. 

Conducted the weekly review of water system and monthly water quality tests. 

 

Water System Upgrade to New DOH Regulations and Fire Protection 

In April, We received questions on fire flow requirements from DOH as it pertains to Bill Schmidt’s overall design and Project 

Report.  Bill met with Mick Lamar and Mary to discuss.  Mick provided a letter which Bill will use to respond to DOH.  In 

June, Bill received official approval of the Project Report from DOH.  

In May, DOH notified us that we have been approved for a loan, pending successful completion of their financial review process.  

The loan will be $3.5 million at 1.5% for 20+ years.  Approval of the loan will require approval by the membership. 

Provided an update at the each Board Meeting and the Annual Members’ Meeting.  Copies of the presentation from the Members’ 

Meeting are available at the office and on the website. 

 

Reviewed the water project and project plan with PCC Board Vice President (Vern Little).  Vern will be the Board lead for the 

water project.  In June, we provided financial and scope of work information to the Public Works Board (PWB).  This is the 

organization which provides water loans.  

In July, PWB representatives visited the Ponderosa to meet with the Board.  We successfully passed the financial review process. 

Bill continues work on the detailed design engineering.  When complete, this will be submitted to DOH for review and approval.  

The tall wooden stakes with pink tops along Camp 12 Road are the proposed location of the new water main for Phase I.   

Copies of the report and maps are available in the office for members to review. 

We have begun work to obtain easements, as needed.  The original utility easements expired when the covenants expired in the 

1980’s.  Easements for Phase I are nearly complete. 

 

Roads 

In April, we rented a sweeper and swept the roads.  We repaired potholes in the gravel roads. We also added and/or repaired traffic 

control signs (Stop, speed limit, etc…) We cut down and removed a dead tree on Saddle. Removed the studded tires from the 

vehicles. The Boss snowplow was repaired under warranty. 

Since Memorial Day weekend, we periodically use the portable radar speed display to help reduce speeding. 

Each month, we haul away junk and unneeded dirt from around the sand shed. 

In June, we graded gravel roads, as needed.  This included the road to the upper water reservoir.  Henry and Ken repaired the water 

tank & pump which we use to water the roads before applying dust control.  We then applied dust control to the gravel roads.  

We use magnesium chloride.  This year, we put down more mag chloride on each road.  We also patched potholes in the 

paved roads and cut down a dead tree along Stirrup. 

Starting in July, we are adding gravel to roads, as needed. 

In June, we met with two engineering firms to assess the drainage situation which results in excess water at Stirrup and Arabian.  

They will make recommendations to the Board. 

 

Greenbelts 

This spring, we cut downed trees which were blocking the trails on Aster, Balsam Root, and Lupine. On Pine Drop, we felled 3 

dead trees and also felled 2 other dangerous trees.   

The wood from these trees will be used by the Ponderosa.  Our maintenance staff will remove it as time permits. 

In May, we repaired ―Absolutely No Vehicles‖ sign at the greenbelt off Camp 12 Road.  Please remember that vehicles (quads, 

motorbikes, etc…) are not allowed on any greenbelts or on the Ponderosa riverfront.   

The river bank on the Ponderosa greenbelt lot at 23101 Saddle is eroding.  At the direction of the Board, the trail was closed due to 

safety concerns. We met with an engineer to assess the lot for the addition of steps or stairs.  This would help reduce river 

bank erosion and increase trail safety.  The Watershed Committee is leading this investigation, including what permits may be 

required by Chelan County. 

Met with a Bonneville Power Administration representative and Jennifer Goodrich of Chelan County Natural Resources Dept to 

review our greenbelts under the BPA power lines.  There are areas of erosion.  We discussed if BPA could change their vege-

tation management practices to help reduce erosion.  We hope to have a plan by the fall. 

 

Financial Reporting and Management 

In April and May, we worked with our accounting firm, Larson Allen, and the Ponderosa Treasurer, to complete the annual finan-

cial review in time for the May Members’ Meeting. The financial review document is available at the office.  

(Continued on page 6) 
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Larson Allen completed our income tax return which was submitted to the IRS in June. 

In June, we reviewed PCC finances with the new Board President (Jeanne Whitlow) and new Treasurer (Stan Morgan).  Worked 

with the Treasurer to change signers on our accounts. 

Completed & posted monthly financial reports. 

Made federal tax payments and transferred funds to specific accounts as the Bylaws require. 

 

Homeowner’s Dues 

On an ongoing basis, we contact homeowners regarding past due accounts and set up payment plans, in accordance with the Operat-

ing Procedures and Bylaws. 

In April, we shut off water to five (5) properties for non-payment of dues.  Water was restored to 2 of the properties after dues were 

paid. 

In June, we filed a lien on one property for delinquent dues. 

We prepared and mailed invoices for second half dues in June.  If you haven’t yet sent in your dues, please do so - the due date was 

July 15.  Thank you! 

 

Support to the Board of Directors, Committees, and Others 

Prepared for and attended the monthly Board Meetings and the Annual Members Meeting in May.  Provided an orientation for new 

Board Members after the June meeting. 

Participated in the evening Board conference call on April 28 and July 18. 

For the Fire Department Auxiliary, helped format the Ponderosa phone book in time for Burn Day in May. 

Provided documentation and information to the Board, as needed: 

For real estate issues – worked on eight (8) issues. 

In April, Mary and Chelcie prepared the ballot for Board approval. 

In May, Jeanne, Chelcie and Mary created a new Board Member Handbook. 

In June, we sent a letter to a homeowner regarding speeding. 

We worked with Chelan County to get them to sell their lot at 25701 Camp 12 Road.  It is for sale with a minimum bid of 

$10,000. 

In April, attended the Watershed Committee meeting on April 23.  Provided input on Riparian Assessment letters, articles, and meet-

ings.  

Attended the Bylaws Committee meetings on April 2 in Everett and on May 4 at the Ponderosa. Provided information and acted as 

scribe for the committee.   

Provided articles to the Needler. 

Provided information, as needed, to the Nominating Committee Chair in support of their efforts to identify members willing to run 

for the Board of Trustees in May.  

In June, we reviewed and toured the water system with the new Director of Operations (Daryn Wilbur). Update Daryn on a weekly 

basis on M&O activities. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Be Bear Aware! 
By Mary Cox 

 

Thanks to all the members who are keeping their garbage cans and food sources out of reach of critters.  It is making a difference!     

 

In June, the Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) put a bear trap in our greenbelt near Saddle, but no bear was caught.  Since 

then, there have been periodic bear sightings reported to the office.  Lately, it seems there is a bear sighting each week, but they are 

different bears in different locations.   The DFW thinks the bears are just passing through. 

 

Please continue to help keep bears out of the Ponderosa by eliminating their food sources: 

Keep your garbage can inside.  Only put it out on Monday morning before the garbage truck, and put it away by Monday 

evening.   

Take down your bird feeders.    

Don’t leave pet food outdoors. 

Keep BBQs clean or keep them inside. 

 

Information about bear proof garbage cans is available on the website. 
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PCC Annual Drinking Water Quality Report for 2010 is Now Available 

 
We’re pleased to provide to you this year’s Annual Water Quality Report.  The full report is available at the office and on the web at 

http://www.ponderosacommunityclub.org/watersystem/Water_Quality_Report_2010.pdf 

This report is designed to inform you about our water quality and water services we deliver to you every day.  We are committed to 

provide you with a safe and dependable supply of drinking water.  We want you to understand the efforts we make to continually 

improve the water distribution process and protect our water resources. 

2010 Water Quality Summary 

In compliance with Federal and State laws, the Ponderosa Community Club, Inc. routinely monitors for contaminants in your drink-

ing water.  In 2010, as in years past, your tap water met all U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and State drinking water 

health standards.  We have learned through our monitoring and testing that some substances have been detected in our water, but at 

levels acceptable by State requirements.  No violation of any contaminant level or violation of any other water quality standard has 

been issued. 

2011 Water Use Efficiency Goals 

The Department of Health (DOH) required that Water Use Efficiency (WUE) Goals be established by July 1, 2011.   

 

In June, 2011 the Ponderosa Board established Water Use Efficiency Goals and measures which basically stated PCC water usage 

would not exceed PCC water rights.  PCC is not currently exceeding its water rights. However, if the present per service consump-

tion were to continue and be extended to vacant lots as they are developed, and as vacation residences are converted to permanent 

residences, water rights limits would eventually be exceeded. 

It also stated that if this goal was not achieved after installation of service meters, then a rate structure would be implemented to en-

courage water use efficiency.  The type of rate structure was not defined.  The Board hopes members will conserve water so that a 

water usage rate structure will not be needed.   

 

The PCC Water Use Efficiency Report is available at the office.   More information on WUE is available at http://www.doh.wa.gov/

ehp/dw/Programs/wue-small.htm  

PONDEROSA COMMUNITY CLUB STAFF 
Mary Cox                      Association Manager 

     
Chelcie Strode            Office Manager 
    
Ken Severance            Maintenance 
  
Henry Ohrazda          Maintenance 

HENRY       KEN CHELCIE 

PINE NEEDLER ADVERTISEMENTS 

Classified advertising is a service provided by the PINE 

NEEDLER each month.   

This service is for ―members only‖ and is free to members. 

 

Queen Hide-a-bed mattress and pad in excel-

lent condition! 

 Price: $20.00  

Call Sharyl at 763-2362 

It is hard to believe it is already August! With summer so slow to 

arrive this year, the cooler wetter weather has allowed the grasses, 

weeds and other ladder fuels to flourish. Which may mean a later 

than usual fire season. We appreciate your compliance with the burn-

ing regulations. We know it may be inconvenient but your diligence 

has been helpful in reducing the number of wildfires.  

 

Great news! Our District was fortunate to receive a grant from the 

Department of Health to upgrade our emergency medical equipment; 

including adding an additional AED for cardiac calls. The equipment 

will be purchased and placed in service in the very near future. 

 

 We would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone about the 

necessity of yielding to emergency apparatus. The cab of an emer-

gency response vehicle can be very busy on the way to a scene. 

Lately, we have noticed that oncoming vehicles are failing to pull 

over and slow down to a stop. Vehicles that are being passed or over-

taken are continuing their highway speeds even on the shoulder or 

fog lanes. This does not leave much of a margin for error by either 

the civilian driver or the emergency vehicle driver. Most calls re-

quire multiple vehicles from a variety of agencies so be on the look-

out for more than just the first rig you encounter.  

 

The Fire District is very excited about the potential water line im-

provement project for the Ponderosa. Thank you, to all of you who 

have worked so hard to prepare and design this project. This project 

will have a major impact on improving the water supply system for 

firefighting operations. Please stay safe, wear your seatbelts and 

check those smoke detectors. 

HELPING US HELP YOU 
By Rick Lamar, Fire Chief 

http://www.ponderosacommunityclub.org/watersystem/Water_Quality_Report_2010.pdf
http://www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/dw/Programs/wue-small.htm
http://www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/dw/Programs/wue-small.htm
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PONDEROSA CELEBRATES 4TH OF JULY 
By Marisha Robinson 

 

The 4th of July celebration was great this year. I wish there would have been more parade participants, but maybe next year. The 

clown show was so much fun I believe we will have him come back next year... Super funny guy!  Thank you to the fire volun-

teers who drove the trucks for the parade, without you it wouldn't happen. 

Thank you to all who helped out at the BBQ and put some money in the fire department boot. We collected $135 this year to help 

our fire department out.  

The next event is the Labor Day weekend BBQ. Hope you will join us. You can see the full calendar on line. 

The Ponderosa Community Club publishes the PINE NEEDLER quarterly.  Letters and submissions are welcome.  Mail 

to the PINE NEEDLER at 21100 Cayuse, Leavenworth WA 98826; or phone the PCC Office at 509-763-0320; or visit 

the PINE NEEDLER online at the Ponderosa Website: www.ponderosacommunityclub.org.    

PINE NEEDLER Committee: Donna & Igor Malcevski; Lorelie & Tim Olson 

 AUXILIARY  #4 THANKS 

MARLENE GLOVER 
By Judy Drexler, Auxiliary #4 Cair 

 

First of all, I would like to thank Marlene Glover for her twenty 

five years of hard work and dedication as president of the Fire 

Auxiliary.  I also want to thank her for all the help she has 

given me, to make my taking over as president a smooth transi-

tion. 

 In May we had our annual bonfire and chili feed.  It was a big 

success.  Thanks to all the volunteers who spent their day 

working at the bonfire or selling hotdogs and chili.  The turnout 

of the Ponderosa community and donations given are greatly 

appreciated. 

 In August, the auxiliary will be hosting the Rest Area on High-

way 2, from August 22nd thru August 26th.  We will provide 

cookies and coffee for travelers, with donations accepted.  This 

is another fund raiser for the fire dept.  Presently we still have 

some 4 hour shifts to cover.  If you are interested in working a 

4 hour shift at the rest area, please contact me at 509-763-3864. 

We are also in need of cookie donations, as we usually need 

about 200 dozen to cover the week.  If you can make and do-

nate cookies, please bring them to my house at 22715 Saddle 

Rd. before August 22nd.  I have lots of freezer space. 

 The Plain Lazy Quilters have made three beautiful quilts and 

donated them to the Fire Dept, for a raffle to be held on Labor 

Day.  The tickets are one dollar each and may be purchased 

from the PCC office, members of the quilting group or mem-

bers of the Auxiliary.  Many thanks to the Plain Lazy Quilters. 

Again, thanks so much for supporting our local fire department 

and our  volunteer firemen  

PINE CONES 
By Lorelie Olson 

 

This column recognizes all Ponderosa gardeners who provide 

their neighbors and passer-by with views of beautiful areas 

along their roadside boundaries.  Special recognition, however, 

is deserved by the following gardeners and their helpers who 

designed, planted, and maintained community ―beauty spots‖. 

 

Mary Bunney, for her memorial garden at the fire station. 

 

Damaris Barlett, for the perennial bed on Pinto and Stirrup, 

and the new area on Stirrup and Shetland—assisted by Ken 

Severance, Bob Melson, Tom Bartlett and watered by Bob 

Hegewald. 

 

Gina Wilkins, for the flower pots at the office entrance and the 

model planters decorating her group of Saddle mailboxes. 

 

Rose Robinson and her friend Samantha Meyer who assisted 

the members of the Buildings and Grounds Committee in 

weeding and raking the pool garden, as they worked on their 

Girl Scout  Community Service Award. 

 

Lois Pendleton, for designing the naturalistic rock garden be-

tween the office and clubhouse. 

 

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL 

 FROM YOUR COMMUNITY! 
 


