
 

 

The Ponderosa Community Clubõs mission is to 
create and maintain a safe and welcoming 
community which enhances recreational and 
residential living through active membership 
participation, visionary leadership, and com-
mitment to sustainability and harmony with 
the natural environment.  
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As I close out fifteen years of editing the PINE NEEDLER, I would like you to join me in recognizing several of Ponderosaôs ñALL 

STARSò during the those years.  The members of the ALL STAR team share some common traits.  All of them have: 1) placed what 

will benefit the whole of the Ponderosa above a particular interest; 2) served in a variety of ways including board terms, committee 

work and, yes, just plain grunt work; 3) have been willing to put personal agendas aside and ñstep upò when Ponderosaôs needs re-

quired it; 4) persisted over the years in finding ever new ways to serve Ponderosa.  In no particular order, I offer this outstanding 

group of members who have been the consistent ñnewsmakersò in the PINE NEEDLER: 

Jack Bartleson:  for several years, Jack acted as an agent for change in the Ponderosa.  He served on the board as M & 

O, President, Treasurer, and various committees. Jack shepherded the construction of our swimming pool. Jack 

was a force in the community! 

Bobbie Lambert:  In addition to serving on several committees, Bobbie headed up the effort to develop our greenbelt 

trails, add signage, and place benches at view points.  If you pick up a brochure with native wild flower pictures in 

the Ponderosa, you are seeing more of Bobbieôs work. 

Dick Nicklas: After an effort to increase the dues in Ponderosa failed, Dick presented graphically how close the organi-

zation was to bankruptcy at an annual meeting.  The next vote on increasing Ponderosaôs financial resources 

passed!  Dick continued on as Finance Committee Chair and kept the budget in check! A man of many skills, he 

helped guide and supervised upgrades to our water system. 

4 Nancy Melson:  Nancy currently chairs the Buildings and Grounds Committee. When you walk into our inviting 

Clubhouse and take note of the ever increasing activity centers on the grounds (childrenôs play area, new sports 

court, soon to be baseball diamond) be assured it wouldnôt be there without Nancyôs vision, organizational ability 

and persistence.  Nancy has also given countless hours of volunteer time in the Ponderosa office.  

Mike Bunney:  Always ready to contribute, Mike has been a volunteer fireman, acting Fire Chief, Fire District Board of 

Commissioners and First Responder. When not keeping us safe, Mike found time to be a board treasurer and 

helped establish a budget-driven financial system.  

Sharyl Nelson: During the most of contentious times in the Ponderosa, Sharyl is always there to provide a calm, steady 

influence. She has served as board secretary and on many Ponderosa committees. Sharylôs has quietly and effec-

tively been an agent for positive changes in the Ponderosa. necessary to make good changes possible 

 Bruce Merighi: Volunteer Fire Chief for more years than I can remember, he was also an advocate for fire safety in the 

community. An annual meeting wasnôt complete without Bruceôs presentation on the activities of our volunteer fire 

district. A NEEDLER didnôt arrive in the mail without an article Fire Chief Bruce Merighi educating us about how 

we can be ñfire safeò. 

Pam Nicklas: Pam has served in too many ways for me to count them all including serving as board treasurer, worked 

on a variety of committees, and contributed to the PINE NEEDLER. As treasurer, she made accountability the 

norm in Ponderosaôs financial process.   Whenever Pam took on a responsibility, it would be done on time. Count 

on it! 

Bill Griffin: Consultant to the board, board president, past chair to the bylaws committee. To this day if someone wants 

to know how to interpret Ponderosaôs governing documents, she/he will call on Bill.  Bill is always willing to give 

his time to provide the right answers to important questions. 

Gina Wilkins:  How many times has Gina stepped in to help Ponderosa out of a crisis or stepped aside when she saw 

that another member was willing to take on additional responsibilities. Gina serves upfront and behind the scenes.  

Gina does her research and gives a historical perspective when she speaks her mind.  Gina is a genuine heroine in 

the community! 

Iôm sure you could add other names; and if I had the space, I could add more names of more people that equally deserving.  

What we experience daily as the ñbestò of Ponderosa is the legacy that the above members and others like them have left us. 

It is our history. What we need right now is for a new group of members to ñstep upò and continue making Ponderosa the best that it 

can be. 

PONDEROSAôS ALL STAR NEWSMAKERS 
BY Tim Olson 

PONDEROSA COMMUNITY CLUB BO ARD  
 

Ann Ashford            President   Term ends -2011  
 
Daryn Wilbur           Vice -President  Term ends -2013  
 
Steve Geho                Treasurer  Term ends -2011  
 
Claudia Kuniholm    Secretary  Term ends -2013  
 
Jeanne Whitlow       Operations          Term ends -2012  

PONDEROSA COMMUNITY CLUB STAFF  

 

 
Mary Cox                      Association Manager  
     
Chelcie Strode            Office Manager  

    
Ken Severance            Maintenance  
 
Henry Ohrazda          Maintenance  
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Vice-President Daryn Wilbur has appointed a Nominations Com-

mittee consisting of Pam Nicklas, Tom Bartlett, Bill Griffin, and 

Tim Olson to find board nominees to replace the expiring terms 

of Ann Ashford and Steve Geho in the spring of 2011. 

 

Finding candidates has always been difficult in the Ponderosa 

because of the demands of both setting policy and the overload of 

day to day business in the Ponderosa. This overload has been 

relieved with the change to professional management and mainte-

nance. The need to set policies and to create a plan to meet the 

challenges of the Ponderosa is, however, as great as ever.  

 

The committee asks that each member give serious consideration 

to serving on the board. What Lincoln once said, ñAs the times 

are new, we must think anewò holds true for us presently and into 

the future.  If you observe the new members with families, new 

and long time members retiring here, and short term renters stay-

ing a night to a week in and around the Ponderosa, you know that 

times are changing in the Ponderosa. We must have discussions 

leading to effective decision making for Ponderosa to continue to 

grow and thrive. 

 

In our board elections, we elect trustees to represent all of us, not 

an identifiable group.  We do not elect trustees to protect and 

advance the rights of any group in contrast to another group; we 

do elect them to be fair in their deliberations affecting all the var-

ied interests in the Ponderosa.  It should not be significant 

whether a full-timer, landlord, or a recreational user is on the 

board. Once they are elected, it is incumbent on them to rise 

above the prospects of any interest group and consider  what us 

best fir Ponderosa as a community. 

If you are willing to consider serving or know of a possible nomi-

nee, please fill out the provided form and either send it or drop it 

by at the office.  Be assured that a response to the Nominating 

Committee is not a commitment to run for the board. You can 

make the decision to run or not to run for the board after a com-

mittee member has provided you with further information. One of 

the committee will be delighted to call you and discuss further 

what you might expect if you are willing to be on the board.  If 

you have questions prior to filling out the form, either email Tim 

Olson at lotiolson@nwi.net or phone/email Bill Griffin at 206-

618-4765; wgriffin206@comcast.net. Mail to: Ponderosa Com-

munity Club, Nominating Committee, 21100 Cayuse, Leaven-

worth WA, 98826-9723 

 

Election will be by ballot and counted at the Annual Meeting, 

May 29, 2011. 

Ponderosa Community Club 

2011 BOARD MEMBER ELECTION 

NOMINATION FORM 

____   I wish to submit the following PCC member as a candidate for the 2011 Board of Trustees elections.  

I have spoken to this owner and they have agreed to accept the nomination. 

____ I wish to volunteer as a candidate for the 2011 Board of Trustees elections. 

Candidates who are elected will serve a three-year term on the Board beginning immediately after the elec-

tion. 

Nomineeôs Name       Nomineeôs Phone 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Nominatorôs Name        Nominatorôs Phone  

 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 

PCC NOMINATING COMMITTEE  

SEARCHES FOR BOARD CANDIDATES 
By Tim Olson 

mailto:lotiolson@nwi.net
mailto:wgriffin206@comcast.net
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 Many thanks to Tim Olson who has 

given countless hours over the past 15 years 

as the editor of our local newsletter,  to edit-

ing  the PINE NEEDLER.  Tim and his wife 

have decided to reduce some of their respon-

sibilities that have been keeping them tied 

down.  Please join me in thanking Tim for his 

many years of services and dedication to keep-

ing  the PINE NEEDLER going for us.  I donôt know 

about you, but my family has enjoyed reading each edition and 

we have kept them as they provide a great history of our little 

town, the Ponderosa. 

 Now here is where you come into the picture ï we need 

a new editor or a team of editors.  If you are interested, please 

contact one of the board members to let them know.  This volun-

teer position monitors the pulse of our community and provides a 

vehicle of communicating all of the important news that goes on 

here.  This is a quarterly publication and as you can see from this 

edition, many people contribute articles, so itôs a matter of pull-

ing everything together and getting it to the printer, office, and 

website on time for publication.  Please consider stepping for-

ward to assist with this very important position. 

Ballot Measures 

Thank you to the team that braved the gorgeous snowy winter 

weather to attend the last board meeting and assist in tallying up 

the votes.  We had a record attendance of 12 members.  The 

members of the Ponderosa have spoken and the outcome of the 

ballot measures is listed below: 

DECEMBER 11, 2010 BALLOT RESULTS (3 invalid ballot 

results received) 

Results notes below as Yes/No/Abstain 

Ballot Issue #1:  Approve 2011 Budget ï (Included in this 

mailing) $616 per lot. 

Approve Proposed 2011 Budget for period beginning January 1 

and ending December 31, 2011. Please remember that the pro-

posed budget assessment does not include the proposed annual 

water assessment of $200.00, which if passed will make the total 

annual dues $816 per lot for 2011.  

RESULTS:  233/36/1   Passed 

Ballot Issue #2:  Approve a one year water system improve-

ment assessment of $200 per lot. 

The funds from this assessment will be dedicated for the purpose 

of upgrading the water mains distribution system to comply with 

County and State Department of Health Regulations and to up-

grade fire protection by providing full fire flow.  As the final total 

cost of the water mains distribution project is determined, a new 

assessment will be proposed to the members.   

RESULTS: 185/85  Passed 

Ballot Issue #3:  Upgrade Ponderosa ball field with a new 

underground sprinkler system, topsoil and grass 

Is the Board authorized to spend $4,900 of the existing Capital 

Improvement Reserve Fund to upgrade the existing Ponderosa 

ball field? 

RESULTS: 145/124/1 Passed 

Ballot Issue #4:  Addition of removable speed cushions to re-

duce speeding - $5000 Capital Improvement 

Is the Board authorized to spend $5000.00 of the existing Capital 

Improvement Reserve Fund to install removable speed cushions?  

RESULTS: 118/151/1  Failed 

Ballot Issue #5:  Amendment to the October, 2009 Bylaws of 

the Ponderosa Community Club, Inc. 

This proposal amends the October, 2009 Bylaws of the 

Ponderosa Community Club, Inc., formerly known as the 

Primitive Park Community Club, Inc., and also known as 

Ponderosa Estates. 

24.1  In the event of dissolution of this corporation, or in the 

event it shall cease to carry out the objectives and purposes 

herein set forth, all business, property, and assets of the cor-

poration shall go and be distributed to one or more nonprofit 

corporations or public bodies as may be selected by the board 

of directors of this corporation and approved by at least 75 

percent of the users or members to be used for, and devoted 

to, the purpose of a community facility project or other pur-

pose to serve the public welfare of the community. In no event 

shall any of the assets or property, in the event of dissolution 

thereof, go or be distributed to members, directors, stock-

holders, or others having financial or managerial interest in 

the corporation either for the reimbursement of any sum sub-

scribed, donated or contributed by such members or for any 

other purposes, provided that nothing herein shall prohibit 

the corporation from paying its just debts. 

This change will make our Bylaws conform to the requirements 

of the United States Department of Agriculture/Rural Develop-

ment (USDA RD) which lends money for water projects.   Our 

Bylaws need to change for us to be able to apply for funding for 

the water mains replacement project.  The Board thinks this 

change will have little effect on the Ponderosa because the 

chance of dissolution of this corporation is extremely remote.  

The Board recommends approval of the amendment. 

RESULTS: 236/28/6  Passed 

Ballot Issue #6:  Shall the Ponderosa enact the following 

rule:  No member shall be allowed to advertise Ponderosa ameni-

ties to non-members. 

RESULTS: 157/106/7  Passed 

PCC MEMBERS APPROVE BUDGET , WATER SYSTEM, BALL FIELD,  

BYLAWS CHANGE AND  ADVERTISEMENT RESTRICTION  

DO NOT APPROVE SPEED BUMPS 
 

By Claudia Kuniholm, Secretary 
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WHATôS COOKINô IN THE PONDEROSA 
By Jeanne Whitlow, Director of Operations 

The year 2011 has rolled in and one constant that I relish is our Ponderosa staff.  Mary, Chelcie and 

Ken are entering their third year and Henry is entering his second year of employment.  They are evolving as an 

amazing team with strengths that compliment the varied needs of the Ponderosa. Each staff member has shown a 

strong work ethic, ingenuity and a respect for one another that benefits the Ponderosa.  It is a pleasure to work 

with our Ponderosa staff.  

I also wish to recognize the steady core of members that come to the Board meetings. Your attendance, input and historical 

perspective give the Board better information with which to make decisions. The Board meetings are the second Saturday of the 

month so, Ponderosa Members, please try to fit the meetings into your schedule. 

Our continuing big project for 2011 is replacing our water distribution system.  The dialogue revolves around finding op-

tions for funding.  The Board appreciates the input and ideas we have received from members on funding sources.  Weôve reviewed 

State of Washington funding sources, federal funding sources, local commercial banks, and are also reviewing funding the project 

ourselves over a longer period of years.  Many cost numbers have been brought up in conversation but nothing has been decided thus 

far.  If you have ideas or input, please email them to a Board member or Mary, our Association Manager, or come and share them at 

a Board meeting.  When we have the final draft plan, weôll send more detail information out to all members on the water system pro-

ject. 

 

Letôs make this the year of involvement for Ponderosa members. 

Ponderosa Community Club Association Manager Report 

September - December, 2010 Major Activities 
By Mary Cox 

 

 Your suggestions and ideas for improvements are welcome ï please call or email me. 

 

Serving Homeowners 

Responded to homeownerôs calls, emails, and office visits regarding the cold weather, snowplowing and 

sanding, property encroachments, water leaks, road maintenance, Clubhouse rentals, the water mains replace-

ment project, real estate questions, holiday social events in the Clubhouse, bears, burn ban, plat maps, and 

information on service providers for snowplowing, plumbing, tree cutting, septic pumping, and yard mainte-

nance. 

Ballots were counted at the December Board Meeting.  All measures passed (including 2011 Budget and $200 water assessment) 

except the speed bump proposal.  Details are in the December Board Meeting Minutes. 

Please note that where Camp 12 Road leaves the Ponderosa to the south is a private road through the Standing Rock community.  

Ponderosa members may walk on the road but no motor vehicles are allowed. 

Winter sports are underway and are being enjoyed by many members.  Please remember: 

Snowmobiles are allowed only on Ponderosa roads (not greenbelts.)  

Sledding hills are located off the Aster Trail and also under the power lines.  

Sledding is prohibited on all Ponderosa roads. 

Pulling sledders/skiers/etc behind a motorized vehicle is prohibited on Ponderosa roads and on Camp 12 road.   This is a 

serious safety issue - weôve had some near misses! 

Please remember that parking is prohibited on all Ponderosa roads and cul-de-sacs year round so as not to restrict maintenance, 

snow plowing, or fire/emergency vehicles.  The Road Rules and our snowplowing policy are available on the Ponderosa web-

site and at the office. 

 

Roads 

We began snowplowing and sanding on November 20th.  This will be our major activity until spring, along with keeping the plow 

trucks, plows, sander, and backhoe in operation.  

Prior to the first snowfall, we serviced all of our vehicles. 

Made some minor repairs to the dump truck and v-plow on the pickup. 

Inspected and repaired all tire chains:  dump truck, back hoe, pickups. 

Installed new front tires on the backhoe.  

In December, we repaired the backhoe (transmission issue.) 

The mailbox kiosk on Stirrup near Arabian was hit by a vehicle and destroyed.  The driver of the vehicle came forward and paid 

for the repairs to the kiosk. 

Repaired the mailbox kiosk at the top of Palomino which was damaged by an unknown vehicle.   

(Continued on page 6) 


